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The proposed legislation creates the Louisiana Witness Protection Services Board to be established within the office of the 
governor and domiciled in East Baton Rouge Parish.  The governor’s office will require the addition of three positions 
including an executive director, a liaison officer (required by legislation), and an administrative assistant at a cost of 
$254,800 (including benefits) in FY 10.  Additional costs related to the creation of the board include $100,000 for 
professional services (legal), $75,000 for operating services, and $90,000 for acquisitions in FY 10.  The total cost of the 
board expenses for FY 10 would be approximately $520,000 with anticipated growth of 4% in subsequent fiscal years with all
expenditure categories other than acquisitions which would fall significantly after FY 10.

The legislation will also result in a significant but indeterminable increase in state general fund expenditures and a reduction 
in local expenditures related to funding witness protection costs.  While the LFO cannot determine the future annual costs of
reimbursing prosecuting attorneys for these costs, a survey of East Baton Rouge, Jefferson and Orleans Parish has shown 
total expenditures of over $300,000 were realized in the previous year which were funded with monies from the district 
attorney’s office or the parish or a combination of both.  Therefore, including additional costs on a statewide basis will likely 
result in additional annual costs to reimburse the prosecuting attorney for any witness protection related costs.  These costs
will be funded with SGF which will result in a corresponding decrease in local funds which are currently utilized for these 
expenses.

The proposed legislation creates the Louisiana Witness Protection Services Board within the office of the governor.  The 
board shall be comprised of nine members and shall be domiciled in East Baton Rouge Parish.  Members, other than the 
secretaries or their designees, or employees of the state, may receive a per diem of seventy-five dollars for each day spent 
in actual attendance of meetings of the board as well as a mileage allowance.  The board may employ an executive director 
and such other personnel as it deems necessary.  The board may retain its own counsel to advise and assist it.  The board 
may incur all necessary and proper expenses.  The board shall oversee the state’s witness protection services program and 
coordinate the efforts of state and local law enforcement agencies to protect the health, safety, and welfare or immediate 
family members of witnesses, including but not limited to the administration and approval of funding for witness protection 
services.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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Enacts the Witness Protection Services Act
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